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Public  Health  Department, 
Brand  Street, 

HITCHIN. 

To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Hitchin  Urban  District  Council 
MR.  CHAIRMAN,  LADIES  AND  GENTLEMEN, 


I have  the  honour  to  present  my  Annual  Report  for  the  year  1971. 

The  population  of  Hitchin  again  increased  during  1971  largely 
due  to  movement  into  the  town.  The  birth  rate  was  higher  than  the 
remainder  of  England  and  Wales  and  the  county  as  a whole. 

The  infant  mortality  rate  - deaths  under  age  1 year  per 
thousand  population  - remained  unsatisfactorily  high.  The  deaths 
of  fifteen  children  cannot  be  accepted  with  equanimity  and  a study 
of  each  cause  of  death  with  a consideration  of  possible  avoidability 
was  therefore  instituted.  12  of  the  15  died  in  the  first  week  of 
life  and  since  the  stillbirth  rate  was  low,  it  could  be  provisionally 
deduced  that  their  expectation  of  life  was  tenuous.  The  causes  of 
death  were  shewn  to  support  this  conclusion!  half  the  infants  died 
of  congenital  abnormalities  not  compatible  with  life  and  among  the 
remainder  prematurity  was  the  principal  factor.  None  of  the  children 
died  of  infectious  disease  - the  principal  cause  of  death  in  the  past 
and  now  to  be  considered  avoidable.  Until  the  causes  of  prematurity 
are  more  fully  understood,  hazards  of  pregnancy  to  the  infant  if  not 
to  the  mother  must  be  recognised.  It  should  be  noted  that  maternal 
deaths  are  now  rare.  Of  the  remaining  3 deaths  under  ago  of  1 year, 
one  was  due  to/hcroditary  and  dangerous  form  of  anaemia  occurring  in 
cortain  Mediterranean  and  African  people  and  the  remainder  again  to 
prematurity  and  failuro  to  thrive. 

The  total  number  of  deaths  from  all  causes  again  decreased  very 
slightly  from  the  previous  year  and  the  death  rato  itself  was  lower  than 
rest  of  England  and  Wales,  and  slightly  lower  than  the  remainder  of  the 
county.  Tho  commonest  cause  of  death  was  again  diseases  of  the  heart 
and  blood  vessels  but  a slight  increase  was  shown  in  tho  number  of 
deaths  from  cancor  compared  with  tho  previous  year.  No  deaths  occurred 
from  tuberculosis. 

There  wore  no  serious  outbreaks  of  epidemic  disease  and  the  public 
health  of  Hitchin  is  most  satisfactory. 

The  Health  Education  programme  was  greatly  expanded  during  1 97 1 • 

A working  party  was  set  up  during  tho  year  to  discuss  ways  in 
which  general  health  education  could  be  further  developed  and  a monthly 
clinic  display  programme  formulated.  The  working  party  has  met  at  * 

regular  intervals  and  allowed  increased  communication. 

There  has  boon  increased  contact  with  the  Teacher  Centros  and 
this  resulted  in  a two  day  conference.  Health  education  was  also 
featured  in  tho  North  Hertfordshire  In-Service  Programme  for  teachers 
and  a full  day  on  health  education  is  planned  for  1972.  In  addition 
various  discussion  groups  within  the  teacher  centres  have  been  hold  on 
the  subject  of  drugs  and  venereal  diseases. 

Advice  has  boon  given  to  schools  on  health  education  within 
tho  school  curriculum  and  a special  programme  for  fifth  and  sixth 


was  introduced,  and  evaluated.  This  was  concerned  with  the  attitudes 
and  behaviour  affecting  health. 

Two  experiments  into  motivation  of  mothers  to  accept  health 
education  were  carried  out  as  a pilot  study  in  maternal  attitudes. 

Publicity  campaigns  on  venereal  disease,  smoking  and  health,  mental 
health  were  carried  out  in  a number  of  factories.  As  a result,  talks 
were  given  on  subjects  of  personal  hygiene,  food  handling  (in 
conjunction  with  the  public  health  inspector)  venereal  disease  and 
mental  health. 

Talks  have  been  given  to  various  groups  including  Young  Wives, 
Women's  Clubs,  the  elderly,  St.  John  Ambulance  Association,  Parent 
Teacher  Association,  Youth  Cluhs,  etc.  Topics  included  health  and 
hygiene,  accident  prevention,  drug  addiction  (in  the  form  of  panels) 
smoking  and  health,  mental  health  and  venereal  disease.  There  has  been 
increased  involvement  with  the  Home  Safety  Committees  for  the  area. 

An  anti-smoking  clinic  was  started  during  the  year  as  a pilot 
experiment  with  a view  to  offering  a service  for  general  practitioners 
to  refer  patients  who  wish  to  give  up  smoking  basical  1 y on  health 
ground  s.  It  was  decided  to  run  this  clinic  for  one  year  in 
alternate  months  and  this  project  was  evaluated  through  the  year.  In 
view  of  its  success  on  a group  basis  it  was  decided  to  run  a pilot 
clinic  for  overweight  women,  again  to  offer  a service  for  general 
practitioners  and  hospital  consultants  to  refer  patients  who  needed 
to  reduce  weight  and  in  the  case  of  consultants  particularly  prior 
to  operation.  One  feature  has  been  that  the  group  referred  are  mostly 
middle-aged  and  upwards  and  many  aspects  of  health  education  have  been 
discussed  within  the  clinic  setting.  The  demand  has  been  overwhelming . 
and  has  necessitated  establishing  a second  clinic  to  relieve  thfcr  waiting 
list  with  the  Stevenage  area  and  it  is  anticipated  that  a third  clinic 
in  Letchworth  and  a fourth  in  Hitchin  will  be  necessary. 

It  is  my  view  that  the  future  role  of  health  education  lies 
in  group  and  community  projects.  In  many  areas  voluntary  groups  are 
providing  varied  activities  appropriate  to  particular  needs.  Health 
education  has  a major  role  Within  these  groups  and  some  attempt  at 
co-ordination  of  local  authority  and  voluntary . agencies  on  all  matters 
of  health  education  would  be  desirable.  There  is  at  present  time  a 
mutual  lack  of  awareness  of  roles  which  has  created  duplication 
of  effort. 

I would  like  to  express  my  thanks  to  all  the  public  health  and 
health  and  welfare  staff  in  Hitchin  Urban,  including  those  concerned 
with  administration,  for  their  help  and  co-operation  during  the  year. 

I remain, 

Your  abedient  servant, 

J.D.  HALL 

Medical  Officer  of  Health 


Divisional  Health  Office, 
Bedford  Road, 

Hitchin, 

Her tf  ordshir e • 

Telephone  No;  50^1 1 
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SECTION  'A' 


NATURAL  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS  OF  THE  AREA 
a)  GENERAL  STATISTICS 


Area  in  Acres  3,867 

Registrar  General's  estimate  of  Resident  Population 

Mid-1971  28,670 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  at  31st  December,  1971 

( estimated)  9 ^ 370 

Rateable  Value  £1,858,097 

Net  Product  of  lp.  rate  £18,700 

b)  PHYSICAL  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS 


The  Registrar  General's  estimate  of  resident  population  for  mid  1971 
reveal  an  overall  increase  of  930®  Natural  increase  of  population 
i.e.  excess  of  births  over  deaths  for  tie  year  was  231® 


HITCHIN  VITAL  STATISTICS  1971 


MALES 

FEMALES 

TOTAL1 

LIVE  BIRTHS 

Total 

284 

255 

539 

Legitimate 

253 

231 

486 

Illegitimate 

29 

24 

53 

Live  Birth  Rate  (Uncorrected)  per  1,000  population 

- 

- 

18.8 

Live  Birth  Rate  (Corrected)  per  1,000  population 

- 

- 

17®9 

Illegitimate  live  births  percentage  of  total  live  births 

- 

- 

10.0 

STILL  BIRTHS 

Total 

4 

2 

6 

Rate  of  1,000  live  and  still  births 

- 

— 

11.0 

Total  live  and  still  births 

288 

237 

545 

DEATHS  OF  INFANTS  UNDER  1 YEAR  OF  AGE 

Total 

5 

10 

15 

Legitimate 

4 

9 

13 

Illegitimate 

1 

1 

2 

Infant  Mortality  Rate  per  1,000  live  births 

- 

- 

28.0 

Legitimate  Infants  per  1,000  .legitimate  live  births 

- 

- 

27.0 

Illegitimate  Infants  per  1,000  illegitimate  live  births 

- 

- 

38  .c 

Neo-Natal  mortality  rate  (deaths  under  4 weeks  per 

1,000  total  live  births) 

— 

— 

22.0 

Early  Neo-Natal  mortality  rate  (deaths  under  1 week  per 

1,000  total  live  births) 

— 

— 

22 

Perinatal  mortality  rate  (still  births  and  deaths  under 

1 week  combined  per  1,000  total  live  and  still  birhts 

— 

— 

33.0 

MATERNAL  MORTALITY,  INCLUDING  ABORTION: 

Number  of  deaths 

— 

- 

- 

Rate  per  1,000  total  live  and  still  births 

— 

- 

- 

TOTAL  DEATHS 

139 

169 

308 

Death  Rate  (uncorrected) 

- 

- 

IO.7 

Death  Rate  (corrected) 

- 

- 

9.2 

Natural  increase  of  population 

- 

- 

231 

Overall  increase  of  population 

— 

— 

930 
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CAUSES  OF  DEATH  IN  1971 


Cause  of  Death 

Males 

Females 

Total 

Tuberculosis  of  Respiratory  System 

— 

1 

1 

Lato  effects  of  Respiratory  T.B. 

- 

1 

1 

Other  Infective  and  Parasitic  Diseases 

- 

1 

1 

Malignant  Neoplasm,  Oesophagus 

1 

- 

1 

Malignant  Neoplasm,  Stomach 

3 

5 

8 

Malignant  Neoplasm,  Intestine 

8 

2 

10 

Malignant  Neoplasm,  Lung,  Bronchus 

10 

- 

10 

Malignant  Neoplasm,  Breast 

- 

5 

5 

Malignant  Neoplasm,  Uterus 

- 

3 

3 

Malignant  Neoplasm,  Prostate 

1 

- 

! 1 

Leukaemia 

2 

1 

3 

Other  Malignant  Neoplasms 

9 

10 

19 

Benign  and  Unspecified  Neoplasms 

1 

1 

Anaemias 

- 

2 

2 

Meningitis 

1 

. - 

1 

Multiple  Sclerosis 

- 

2 

2 

Other  Diseases  of  Nervous  System 

1 

2 

3 

Chronic  Rhoumatic  Heart  Disease 

3 

1 

4 

Hypertensive  Disease 

4 

1 

5 

Ischaemic  Hearth  Disease 

26 

30 

56 

Other  forms  of  Heart  Disease 

12 

25 

37 

Cerebrovascular  Disease 

17 

26 

43 

Other  Diseases  of  Circulatory  System 

1 

2 

3 

Pneumonia 

7 

11 

18 

Bronchitis  and  Emphysema 

7 

2 

9 

Asthma 

1 

- 

1 

Other  Diseases  of  Respiratory  System 

3 

1 

4 

Peptic  Ulcer 

- 

1 

1 

Cirrhosis  of  Liver 

2 

1 

3 

Other  Diseases  of  Digestive  System 

1 

2 

3 

Other  Diseases,  Genito-Urinary  System 

1 

3 

4 

Diseases  of  Skin,  Subcutaneous  Tissue 

- 

1 

1 

Congonital  Anomalies 

2 

3 

5 

Bir~h  Injury,  Difficult  Labour,  etc. 

2 

- 

2 

Other  causes  of  perinatal  Mortality 

1 

5 

6 

Symptoms  and  111  Defined  Conditions 

6 i 

10 

16 

Motor  Vehicle  Accidents 

2 

- 

2 

All  other  Accidents 

2 

6 

8 

Suicide  and  Self-Inflicted  Injuries 

1 : 

3 

4 

All  other  External  Causes 

1 i 

- 

1 

TOTAL  ALL  CAUSES 

139 

169 

308 

DEATHS  IN  AGE  GROUPS 

Males 

Fcmal  os 

Total 

Under  1 year  ...  

5 

10 

15 

1 ““  4 yGcl3?S  •••  •••  ••• 

1 

— 

1 

5 *14-  yG3»I*S  • • o •••  ••• 

1 

- 

1 

15  - 24  years  

1 

3 

4 

25  - 34  years  ...  ...  ... 

1 

— 

1 

35  4* 4*  yG&3?s  •••  •••  • o • 

2 

6 

8 

45  ~ 54  years  

10 

9 

19 

55  — 64*  y G3/3?S  • • • •••  • • 0 

24 

20 

44 

65  *—  T 4"  yo3/3?s  •••  •••  ••• 

41 

24 

65 

75  and  over  ... 

53 

97 

150 

All  Causes 

139 

169 

308 
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POPULATION  STATISTICS 


District 

1971 

HITCHIN 

U.D.C. 

North 

Hertford- 

shire 

Division 

Hertford- 

shire 

I 

England 

and 

Wales 

Population 

28,670 

168,030 

930 , 390 

48, 815,00c 

Live  Births  (Crude) 

Live  Births  (Corrected) 

18.8 

17.9 

17.2 

13.1 

14.2 

16.0 

16.0 

Death  Rate  - All  causes,  Crude 

Death  Rate  - All  causes,  corrected 

10.7 

9.2 

7»7 

9.0 

10.2 

11,6 

11.6 

Infective  and  Parasitic  Diseases  - 
excluding  Tuberculosis,  but 
including  Syphillis  and  other  V.D. 

0.03 

.01 

* 

Tuberculosis: 

Respiratory 

Other  Forms 

0.07 

0.00 

0.01  ) 

0.00  ) 

0.01 

Cancer:  Lung  and  Bronchs. 

Other 

0.34 

1.74 

0.48  ) 

1.34  ) 

1.4 

Vascular  Lesions  of  the  Nervous 

System 

0.20 

0.08 

1.22 

* 

Heart  and  Circulatory  Diseases 

5.15 

3.59 

2.7 

♦ 

Respiratory  Diseases 

loll 

0.83 

1.3 

Maternal  Mortality 

0.00 

0.00 

0.2 

Infantile  Mortality 

28.0 

19.6 

15.1 

18.0 

Neo  Natal  Mortality 

22.0 

14.4 

10.8 

12.0 

Early  Neo  Natal  Mortality 

22.0 

12.4 

8.6 

10.0 

Perinatal  Mortality 

33.0 

21.8 

18.3 

22.0 

Still-Births 

11.0 

9-5 

9.9 

12.0 

* Not  available 


SECTION  'B» 


GENERAL  PROVISION  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES  IN  HITCHIN  URBAN  DISTRICT 
LOCAL  HEALTH  AUTHORITY  SERVICES  - HITCHIN 
CARE  OF  MOTHERS  AND  YOUNG  CHILDREN  - SECTION  22 
Ante-Natal  Cynics 

Attendance; 

Clinic  No.  of  Patients  No.  of  attendances 

who  attended 

1971.  1971 

Hitchin:  G.P.  Surgeries  198  1,318 

Ante-Natal  Instruction  Classes 

Ante-Natal  instruction  classes  are  important,  not  only  in  their 
teaching  of  relaxation  but  in  the  opportunity  they  afford  for  the  general 
instruction  of  nursing  mothers. 

Clinic 


Hitchin 


Family  Planning  Clinic 

The  policy  of  the  County  Council  in  regard  to  family  planning  is  the 
utilization  of  the  Family  Planning  Association  as  the  principal  agency  in  the 
provision  of  these  services.  The  Hertfordshire  and  Bedfordshire  Branch 
Organising  Secretary,  Mrs.  K.  Arger,  has  kindly  provided  the  figures  for 
this  report. 

Sessions: 

Hitchin  - Divisional  Health  Office, 

Bedford  Road. 


Letchworth  - Health  Centre, 
Nevells  Road. 

Stevenage  - Trotts  Hill  Clinic 


Peartree  Health  Annexe 

Lodge  F^rm  Health  Annexe 

County  Health  Centre, 
Southgate. 

1971° 


No.  of 

Total  No. 

New 

of 

Patients 

Attendances 

HITCHIN 

344 

3,294 

LETCHWORTH 

205 

1,705 

STEVENAGE 

66o 

7,762 

Tuesday  afternoon 
Wednesday  evening 
Thursday  morning 

Monday  evening 

Monday  morning 
Tuesday  afternnon 
Friday  morning 

Wednesday  Morning 

Thursday  morning 

Thursday  evening 


No.  of  attendances 
1971 

130 
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Infant  Welfare  Clini  r.r* 


County  Health  Centre,  Bedford  Road, 
Hitchin 

Community  Centre,  Walsworth, 

Hitchin 

Oakfield  Estate,  Hitchin  (Mobile) 


Monday  8:  Friday  P-h  p.m. 
Wedncoday  2-4  p.m. 

2nd  8c  4th  Wednesday 
2-4  p.m. 


Dr  . J . Whalley 
Health  Visitor 

Dr.  S.  Davies 


• 2nd  Thursday  10  a.ra.  - 

12  noon  

4th  Thursday  10  a.m.  - 
12  noon 


Dr.  K.  Bayles 
Health  Visitor 


Clinic 

Children  Born 
in  1971 

Children  Born  1 Children  Born 

in  1970  in  1966-6Q 

1 

No.  Attend- 
ances 

Hitchin 

512 

_ 

49  7 T 607 

. - 

7,8  47 

CHILD  HEALTH  ASSESSMENT  UNIT 


Children  born  in 

1971 

1970  i 1969 
| 

1968 

I987  and  over 

Hitchin 

3 

T 

8 j 14 

! ' • 



15 

62 

Premature  Infants 

A premature  infant  is  one  which  weighs  ^ lbs.  or  less  at  birth 

PREMATURE  INFANTS  BORN  IN  1Q71 


1 Born  Alive  j Still-Birth  !no.  ! Di®d  under 

! 1 Removed!  28  d^s 

No.  who  survived 
28  days 

i At  j In 

■p. • i . , : Home!  Hosp 
District' 

j ! 

Total 

-fIn  ‘Total' to  HoBP^A,fe  ‘ ln 
Home  ’.Hosp  • c f after  Home' Hosp 

| i I Birth 

Total 

Born j Born  _ . _ 

. Total 

at  | in 

Home ;Hosp  j 

J r 

Hitchin  ! 2 36  + 

1 ! i 

> twins 

40 

2 h j 5 ! - M 5 

» j I j J 

5 

! j 

2 j 33  j 35 

: 

j ; 

The  incidence  of  premature  births  again  increased  in  1971 
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MIDWIFERY  - SECTION  23 


Ante-Natal  Instruction  classes  continue  to  be  held  in  all  the -clinics 
but  the  actual  ante-natal  care  and  supervision  is  provided  either  in  the 
G.P.’s  surgery  or  in  the  home. 

DOMICILIARY  MIDWIFERY  - HITCHIN 


Ante-Natal  visits  to  Expectant  Mothers  1,205 
Horae  Conditions  Reports  for  Hospitals  235 
Ante-Natal  Session  - General  Practitioner  I63 
Deliveries  - Home  H9 
Hospital  Deliveries  451 
Total  - Live  and  Stillbirths  544 
Early  Hospital  Discharge-  48  hours  7 


The  percentage  of  hospital  confinements  continued  to  increase  in  conformity 
with  the  natural  pattern. 

HEALTH  VI SI TNG  - SECTION  24  - HITCHIN 

Five  health  visitors  were  employed  during  1971  with  the  assistance  of 
two  State  Registered  Nurses  who  attended  school  and  infant  welfare  clinic  sessions. 

Health  Visiting 


Child  Health 

Visits 

8,377 

Elderly 

Visits 

48 1 

Others 

Visits 

1,322 

School  Inspection 

Sessions 

210 

Maternity  & Child  Health 

Sessions 

431 

The  Health  Visitors  continued  to  give  talks  to  Health  Education  illustrated 
by  films  and  film-  strips. 


HCME  NURSING  - SECTION  25  - HITCHIN 

The  staff  of  the  home  nursing  service  in  the  division  at  31st  December  1971 
consisted  of  two  full-time  district  nurses,  two  part-time  district  nurses  and  five 
full-time  district  nurse/midwives.  The  staff  who  are  able  to  drive  cars  are  either 
authorised  to  use  their  own  vehicles  on  official  business,  or  have  been  provided  with 
county-owned  motor  vehicles. 

The  following  are  statistics  relating  to  the  work  of  the  home  nurses  in  1971* 

It  will  be  seen  that  they  made  12,024  visits  to  332  patients;  46  per  cent  of  the 
patients  nursed  were  aged  65  or  over  and  they  were  visited  on  9,732  occasions; 

8l  per  cent  of  all  visits,  therefore,  were  made  to  this  age  group. 

HCME  NURSING 


Classi f i cati on 

No.  of  cases 
attended 

No.  of  v: 
made 

Medical 

252 

8,440 

Surgical 

78 

3,544 

Tuberculosis 

2 

4e 

Others 

- 

'.J 

TOTAL 

Patients  included  above  who  were 

332 

12,024 

aged  65  or  over 

154 

9,732 

Children  included  above  who  were 

under  5 

6 

78 

9 


AMBULANCE  SERVICE  - SECTION  27  - NORTH  HERTS 


Number  of  patients  conveyed  70, 532 
Number  of  Journeys  31*074 
Total  Mileage  454,355 

Details  of  Journeys 

Accidents  1,585 
Sudden  I lines  712 
Removals  67,467 
Maternity  768 


The  divisional  area  is  served  by  the  County  Ambulance  Station  at  St. 
George's  Way,  Stevenage.  The  Area  Supervisor  is  Mr.  J.  Sweetman  who  has 
kindly  supplied  the  above  statistics. 

PREVENTION  OF  ILLNESS:  CARE  AND  AFTER-CARE  - SECTION  28 

The  Medical  Loan  Service  continues  to  be  delegated  to  the  British  Red 
Cross  Society  and  St.  John's  Ambulance  and  these  organisations  play  a large 
part  in  providing  equipment  and  aids  to  the  ill  and  handicapped  at  home.  For 
this  voluntary  service  I should  like  to  express  my  thanks. 

CHEST  CLINIC 

Health  Visiting; 


Tuberculosis  Households  - Visits  350 
B.C.G.  Follow-up  - Visits  39 
Contacts  - Visits  270 
Non-Tuberculosis  - Visits  138 

New  Cgses  \ 33 
Contacts  of  New  Cases  304 
Heaf  Negative  23 


The  incidence  of  tuberculosis  continued  at  a low  level  in  this  area. 

VENEREAL  DISEASES 

Number  of  New  Cases  in  1971 

MALE  FEMALE  TOTAL  ALL  VENEREI 

CONDITIONS 


Lister  Hospital,  Hitohin  204  120  324 

The  return  from  Addenbrooke' s Hospital,  Cambridge,  has  been  omitted 
since  it  refers  to  the  whole  of  the  geographical  county  of  Hertfordshire. 
These  figures  are,  therefore,  deficient  by  an  unknown  number  in  addition 
to  the  deficiences  caused  by  the  treatment  of  patients  from  this  area  in 
London  and  elsewhere. 

36$  of  the  cases  were  in  females. 
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c ERVIC RL  CYTOLOGY  - NORTH  HERTS 
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Cervical  Cytology  continued: 


i)  Aged  20  and  over 

ii)  Aged  30  and  over 

Population  at  Risk  Women  (Sample  Census  1966  - estimated  error  1.6  per  cent 
deficient) 


Baldock  U.D. 

■7. 

i) 

ii) 

2,080 

1,?40 

Royston  U.D. 

i) 

ii) 

2,260 

1,860 

Hitchin  U.D, 

i) 

ii) 

9,5^0 

7,900 

Stevengge  UoD. 

i) 

ii) 

16,200 

12,350 

Letchworth  U.IT. 

i) 

ii> 

9,480 

7,950 

Hitchin  R.D. 

i) 

ii) 

8,560 

7,200 

TOTAL  AT  RISK  i)  48,120 

ii)  39,000 


NATIONAL  ASSISTANCE  ACT,  1948  - SECTION  47 


This  section  of  the  Act  is  concerned  with  the  compulsory  removal  of 
persons  in  need  of  care  from  their  homes  on  a Court  Order,  or  in  emergency 
on  an  Order  signed  by  two  medical  practitioners  and  a Justice  of  the  Peace, 
Such  a person  may  be  removed  to  a county  home  or  hospital  provided  that  all 
sections  of  the  Act  are  satisfied. 

Such  action  was  not  necessary  during  1971* 


12 


SCHOOL  HEALTH  SERVICE 


TABLE  I - HITCHIN 


Inspection  of  School  Children  1971 : 


Entrants  498 

First  year  Selective  + 507 

Consultative 

Number  of  special  inspections  289 

Number  of  re-inspections  692 

Physical  condition  of  Pupils  inspected: 

Satisfactory  1,986 


TABLE  II  - HITCHIN 

B.C.G.  Vaccination  - 11,  12  and  13  years  and  older  school  children: 
Number  of  children  offered  testing  and  vaccination 


if  necessary  450 

Number  of  acceptances  410 

Percentage  of  acceptances  91*1% 

Pre- Vaccination  Tuberculin  Test: 

Number  tested  391 

Result  of  Test: 

Number  positive  13 

Number  negative  343 

Number  not  ascertained  35 

Percentage  positive  3«3 

Percentage  negative  87*9 

Number  vaccinated  3^1 


Note:  The  percentage  of  acceptances  is  most  satisfactory;  no  adverse 
re-actions  to  B.C.G.  vaccinations  were  reported  during  the  year. 


The  Consultant  Paediatricion  for  the  area,  Dr.  C.G.  Fagg,  is  always 
available  for  consultation  and  I am  indebted  to  him  for  his  help  during 
the  year . 

I would  also  acknowledge  the  help  and  co-operation  from  Dr.  C.  Firth 
Consultant  Geriatrician  and  Dr.  B.  Mallett  - Consultant  Psychiatrist. 

Dr.  Roper  has  played  a large  part  in  the  School  Health  Service  and 
I am  grateful  to  her  also. 


b 
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HOSPITAL  SERVICES 

The  hospital  services  for  the  area  are  administered  by  the  North  West 
Metropolitan  Regional  Hospital  Board  with  the  Luton  and  Hitchin  Hospital 
Management  Committee*  Addenbrooke 's  Hospital  is  administered  by  the  United 
Cambridge  Hospitals. 


GENERAL  HOSPITAL  SERVICES 

North  Hertfordshire  Hospital,  Hitchin 
Lister  Hospital,  Hitchin 
Addenbrooke *s  Hospital,  Cambridge 
MENTAL  HOSPITAL 

Fairfield  Hospital,  Stotfold 
MATERNITY  HOSPITAL  SERVICES 

North  Hertfordshire  Maternity  Unit,  Hitchin 
CHEST  CLINIC 

Lister  Hospital,  Hitchin 
LABORATORY  SERVICES 

Dr.  A.T.  Willis,  Director,  Public  Health  Laboratory,  Luton  and 
Dunstable  Hospital,  Lewsey  Road,  Luton,  Beds. 

Dr.  G.R.E.  Maylor,  Director,  Public  Health  Laboratory,  Tennis  Court  Road, 
Cambridge • 
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ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  THE  CHIEF  PUBLIC  HEALTH  INSPECTOR  FOR  THE  YEAH  1971 


SUMMARY  OF  PUBLIC  HEALTH  INSPECTORS'  VISITS  AND  NOTICES  SERVED 
DURING  THE  YEAR  ENDING  DECEMBER  31st,  1971 

NATURE  OF  VISIT  OR  INSPECTION 
GENERAL  SANITATION 

Drainage 3^9 

Pet  shops 7 

Caravan  sites  and  gypsies 9^ 

Factories  . 5^+ 

Refuse  and  salvage  collection  272 

Refuse  disposal  84 

Rats  and  mice 70 

Smoke  observations  3 

Boiler  plants  ..  . . 8 

Noise 35 

Shops,  offices,  etc...  ..  434- 

Petroleum  installations 1 38 

Swimming  pools  15 

Water  supply  . . 5 

Miscellaneous  ..  ..  1,303 

HOUSING 

Under  Public  Health  Acts: 

Number  of  houses  inspected  129 

Visits  paid  to  houses  432 

Under  Housing  Acts: 

Number  of  houses  inspected  and  recorded  ..  ..  32 

Visits  paid  to  houses  138 

Houses  in  Multiple  Occupation: 

Number  of  houses  inspected  9 

Visits  paid  to  houses  739 


cont 'd. . . . 
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HOUSING  (cont'd.) 


Improvement  Grants: 

Number  of  houses  inspected  . . . . . . . . 50 

Visits  paid  to  houses 466 

Notices  served: 

Number  of  informal  notices  served 58 

Number  of  informal  notices  complied  with  ..  44 

Number  of  statutory  notices  served  ..  . . 16 

Number  of  statutory  notices  complied  with  ..  9 

NOTIFIABLE  DISEASE 

Enquiries  in  case  of  infectious  disease  . . 2 

Enquiries  in  case  of  food  poisoning  ....  6 

Other  visits  re  food  poisoning  enquiries  ..  4 

MEAT  AND  FOOD  INSPECTION 

Inspection  of  meat: 

Visits  to  shops ..  ..  19 

Food  Inspection: 

Visits  to  shops  and  stalls . . 62 

Visits  to: 

Butchers  ..  ..  46 

Fishmongers  and  poulterers  ..  16 

Fish  friers 6 

Food  preparing  premises..  ' 61 

Grocers  ..  ..  ..  125 

Greengrocers  and  fruiterers •••''  l8 

Bakehouses  18 


cont'd 


MEAT  AND  FOOD  INSPECTION  (cont'd. ) 


Visits  to: 

Markets  151 

Restaurants 138 

School  and  factory  canteens,  etc 12 

Street  vendors  and  hawkers'  carts  127 

Licensed  premises  . . . . 16 

Confectioners  ..  ..  17 

Visits  in  connection  with  sampling  (bacteriological): 

Milk  ■ . ..  ..  20 

Ice-cream  . . 18 


IMPROVEMENTS  CARRIED  OUT  TO  HOUSES  UNDER  THE  SUPERVISION  OF 


THE  PUBLIC  HEALTH  INSPECTORS 

Structure: 

Roofs  repaired 9 

Chimney  stacks  pointed  or  repaired  11 

Flashings  repaired  or  replaced  6 

Eavesgutters  repaired  or  renewed  11 

Rainwater  pipes  repaired  or,  renewed 11 

Rainwater  pipes  disconnected  from  drains  ....  2 

Roof  timbers  repaired  or  replaced  6 

Walls  cement  rendered  7 

Windows  provided  or  repaired  14 

Windows  replaced  4 

-*  Window  sashcords  provided 11 

Window  fasteners  provided  . . . . 7 

Windows  made  to  open 2 

Doors  replaced  (external)  13 

Doors  provided  or  replaced  (internal)  ....  11 

Doors  provided  or  repaired  (internal)  , . . . ^ 

Doors  provided  or  repaired  (external)  ....  1^ 

Doorsteps  provided  or  repaired  3 

Yard  surfaces  relaid  or  repaired  5 

New  yard  surfaces  provided ^ 

Ceilings  where  plaster,  etc.  repaired  or  replaced  16 

Floors  relaid  or  repaired  21 

Skirting  boards  repaired  or  replaced 17 

Firegrates  provided  7 

Staircases  repaired  6 

Handrails  provided  ^ 

Rooms  where  dampness  remedied  18 

Rooms  where  ventilation  improved  ......  1 

Rooms  where  lighting  improved . . 3 

New  sinks  provided  9 


cont'd 


IMPROVEMENTS  CARRIED  OUT  TO  HOUSES  UNDER  THE  SUPERVISION  OF 
THE  PUBLIC  HEALTH  INSPECTORS. 


Structure:  (cont'd.) 

Trapped  sink  waste  pipes  provided  ..  11 

Sink  waste  pipes  repaired  1 

New  washbasins  provided  14 

Trapped  washbasin  wastepipes  provided  14 

Washbasin  waste  pipes  repaired  1 

New  baths  provided 9 

Trapped  bath  waste  pipes  provided 9 

Rooms  where  wallplaster,  etc.,  repaired  or  replaced  ..  23 

Water  service  pipes  repaired  ..  ..  6 

Hot  water  systems  provided  15 

Ventilated  food  store  provided  2 

Houses  painted  externally  ..  12 

Drainage: 

New  drains  constructed  9 

Old  drains  reconstructed  13 

Inspection  chambers  provided  or  repaired  ..  ..  ••  16 

Inspection  chamber  covers  provided  ..  ..  ..  ••  5 

Self -cleansing  gullies  provided  ..  . . 10 

Soil  pipes  provided  or  repaired  8 

Vent  pipes  provided  or  repaired  1 

Waterclosets: 

New  basins  fixed ..  . . 16 

Cisterns  repaired  or  renewed..  ..  ..  14 

New  flush  pipes  provided  12 

Floors  repaired 5 

Licensed  Premises  - Sanitary  Conveniences 

Existing  sanitary  accommodation  reconstructed  ..  ..  3 

New  W.C.  Basins  fixed 4 

New  glazed  urinals  fixed  1 

Sanitary  conveniences  decorated  4 


SECTION  MCM 

SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA 


1.  (i)  Water 

Hitchin  obtains  its  water  from  piped  supplies  controlled 
by  the  Lee  Valley  Water  Company.  Water  is  obtained  from  four 
wells:  (1)  Temple  End,  Charlton,  (2)  Wellhead,  (3)  Oughton 

Head,  and  (A)  Offley  Bottom.  The  latter  two  are  situated  in 
the  rural  district  just  outside  the  urban  boundary.  An 
adequate  supply  was  maintained  from  the  above  sources  and  no 
restrictions  were  necessary  during  the  year.  The  water  is 
satisfactory  in  quality.  One  hundred  and  fifty  bacteriological 
and  four  chemical  samples  of  the  water  supplied  in  the  district 
were  taken  during  the  year  and  examined  at  the  Company's  own 
laboratory.  All  the  samples  were  found  to  be  satisfactory. 

The  water  from  the  wells  is  hard  and,  therefore,  no  trouble  is 
experienced  due  to  plumbo-solvency . No  fluoridation  is  carried 

out  to  the  water  supplies. 

The  number  of  dwelling  houses  supplied  with  water  from 
public  mains  direct  into  the  house  is  9,355  serving  approximately 
28,624  persons. 

In  the  case  of  fifteen  houses  the  water  supply  is  provided 
outside  the  house  in  an  outbuilding. 

(ii)  Drainage  and  Sewerage 

Extensions  to  the  soil  sewers  were  carried  out  on  the 
Chalkdell,  ■ Fairview,  Folly  Close  estates  and  off  Baliol  Road. 
During  the  year  a defective  foul  sewer  in  Portmill  lane  was 
renewed. 

2.  Rivers  and  Streams 

No  action  required  by  this  department. 

3.  (i)  Closet  Accommodation 

The  whole  of  the  district  is  provided  with  waterclosets 
connected  to  the  Council's  sewers,  with  the  exception  of  a 
small  number  of  houses  which  discharge  to  cesspools.  There 
are  a few  outlying  premises  provided  with  dry  closets. 

(ii)  Public  Cleansing  - Refuse  Collection  and  Disposal 

Owing  to  the  likelihood  of  a new  refuse  disposal  point 
being  outside  the  urban  district  it  was  decided  to  gradually 
replace  the  open  lorries, used  for  paper  sack  collection,  by 
larger  purpose  made  refuse  vehicles. 

In  accordance  with  the  Civic  Amenities  Act,  1967,  the 
Council  have  designated  the  Refuse  Tip,  Wallace  Way,  as  the 
place  where  persons  may  tip  refuse,  other  than  business  refuse, 
free  of  charge. 

The  Council  also  undertake  the  collection  of  large  items 
of  household  refuse,  and  one  vehicle  and  driver  are  employed 
almost  full  time  on  this  service. 
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3.  (iii)  Offices,  Shops  and  Railway  Premises  Act,  1963 


One  hundred  and  ninety  four  premises  received  a general  inspection 
during  the  year  and  four  hundred  and  thirty  four  visits  were  made. 

Works  carried  out  during  1971  were: 


Cleanliness  improved  34 

Thermometers  provided  18 

Means  of  lighting  provided  or  improved 11 

Floors  and  steps  improved  46 

First  aid  boxes  provided 17 

Washing  facilities  improved . . 29 

Hot  and  cold  water  provided 11 

Sanitary  conveniences  improved  23 

Soap  and  towel  provided 19 

Abstract  of  Act  provided. 24 

Ventilation  improved  ..  ..  3 

Accommodation  for  clothing  provided  2 

Handrails  provided  2 

Heating  improvements  4 


Analysis  of  persons  employed  in  registered  premises 

by  workplace 


No.  of  persons 

Class  of  Workplace 

Employed 

Offices 

2,317. 

Retail  Shops 

1,156 

Wholesale  Dept.  Warehouses 

90 

Catering  Establishments 

167 

Canteens 

29 

Total 

3,759 

Total  Males 

1 ,586 

Total  Females 

2,173 

Accidents 


Under  the  provisions  of  Section  48  of  the  Act  two  accidents 
were  reported.  On  investigation  theee  were  found  to  be  due  to 
falls,  one  on  a wet  slippery  floor  and  the  other  on  a staircase. 
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(iv)  Caravans 

At  3'lfet  Doo<>tnV,o-»' , 1971,  oi  ght  licences  had  been  granted 
authorising  the  use  of  land  ao  eitco  xor  caravuns.  The  number 
of  caravans  covered  by  the  licences  is  112. 

(v)  Clean  Air 

During  the  year  four  notifications  of  the  installation  of 
new  boiler  furnaces  were  received.  Each  installation  was  for 
space  heating  and  not  for  processing.  For  some  years  now  the 
trend  in  most  of  the  factories  in  this  district  has  been  to  use 
electrical  power  for  processing  etc.,  and  to  use  a number  of 
low  rated  warm  air  heaters  at  various  points  in  the  factory 
area  rather  than  one  large  unit  for  space  heating. 

The  burning  of  garden  rubbish  again  gave  rise  to  a number 
of  complaints.  Informal  approach  to  offenders  resulted  in 
abatement  of  the  nuisances  and  in  no  case  was  it  necessary  to 
take  formal  action  or  proceedings. 

(vi)  Swimming  Baths 

There  are  four  swimming  baths  in  the  district: 

(a)  a public  open-air  swimming  bath  maintained  by 
the  Council,  comprising  a large  pool  and  a 
smaller  pool  designed  for  children. 

(b)  A private  open-air  swimming  pool  at  the  Girls' 
Grammar  School; 

(c)  two  parent/teacher  association  pools,  one  at 
Purwell  Primary  School  and  the  other  at  St. 

Andrew's  Primary  School. 

Thirty-two  samples  of  water  in  the  two  pools  at  the 
Council's  bath  were  taken  and  all  were  reported  upon  as 
satisfactory. 

The  two  pools  at  the  public  bath  are  filled  from  a main 
water  supply  and  the  water  is  heated  to  a temperature  of  70  F. 
It  is  continuously  circulated  and  purified  by  pressure  sand 
filtration  and  chlorination.  The  filtration  plant  has  a 
turnover  period  of  about  four  hours. 

The  County  Health  Department  is  responsible  for  sampling 
the  pool  water  at  the  Grammar  and  Primary  Schools. 

(vii)  Inspection  of  Common  Lodging  Houses 

There  are  no  common  lodging  houses  registered  in  Hitchin. 
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(viii)  Noise  abatement 

Eleven  complaints  were  received  during  the  year  alleging 
noise  nuisances.  At  one  factory  a number  of  night  visits 
were  necessary  and  when  modification  to  the  plant  did  not 
result  in  a significant  reduction  of  the  noise  level,  the 
management  were  advised  and  agreed  to  engage  a firm  of  noise 
consultants.  The  report  of  these  experts  is  now  awaited. 

Another  case  concerned  noise  from  amplifying  equipment 
late  at  night  from  a house  used  as  a private  club  and  it  was 
only  after  the  occupiers  moved  that  abatement  of  this  nuisance 
was  secured. 

The  other  complaints  were  dealt  with  by  informal  approach 
to  the  persons  responsible  for  the  noise. 
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SECTION  "D" 
HOUSING 


Unfit  Houses 

During  the  year  twenty -nine  houses  were  inspoctod  x-oon-cdod 
under  the  Housing  Consolidated  Regulations,  1925. 

One  house  (comprising  four  flats)  was  demolished  following 
formal  action  under  the  Housing  Act,  1957,  and  two  houses  were 
demolished  pursuant  to  demolition  orders.  Six  unfit  houses 
were  demolished  as  a result  of  informal  action. 

2. 

Houses  in  Multiple  Occupation 

Most  immigrants  are  housed  either  in  the  older  type  of  large 
house,  let  off  in  rooms,  or  share  houses  with  other  immigrant 
families. 

Directions  under  Section  19  Housing  Act,  19&1,  have  been  made 
on  certain  houses  because  it  is  considered  that  they  are  only 
suitable  for  occupation  by  a limited  number  of  individuals,  due  Ho 
lack  of  facilities.  Directions  made  totalled  107  at  the  end  of 
the  year. 

During  the  year  the  Council  rehoused  twelve  families  from 
the  foregoing  type  of  house. 

3. 

Improvement  Grants 

(1)  Number  of  discretionary  improvement  grants  made  3 

(2)  Number  in  (1)  above  made  to  owner/occupier  1 

(3)  Number  of  houses  where  discretionary  improve- 

ment works  completed  2 

(4)  Number  of  standard  improvement  grants  made  19 

(5)  Number  in  (*0  above  made  to  owner/occupiers  14 

(6)  Number  of  houses  where  standard  improvement 

grant  works  completed  . . 29 
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SECTION  "E" 


INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD 


(•a)  Milk  Supply 

In  accordance  with  the  Milk  and  Dairies  Regulations  three 
premises  are  registered  as  dairies.  One  of  the  dairies  carries 
out  the  pasteurising  and  bottling  of  milk  using  the  H.T.S.T. 
method  of  pasteurisation.  The  two  remaining  dairies  are  used 
as  milk  stores.  There  are  also  four  distributors  of  milk  regis- 
tered under  the  Regulations.  Inspections  of  the  foregoing 
dairies  were  made  during  the  year. 

During  the  year  nineteen  samples  of  milk  were  taken  and 
submitted  to  bacteriological  examinations  with  the  following 
results,  the  majority  being  bottled  milk  taken  in  course  of 
delivery  to  the  consumer. 


No. of 
Samples 

Class  of 
Milk 

Methylene  Blue  Test 
Satisfied.  Failed. 

Phosphata 

Satisfied. 

se  Test 
Failed. 

Percentage 

Satisfactory. 

12 

Pasteurised 

T 

12  | - 
! 

12 

- 

100% 

Turbidity  Test  s 
Satisfied.  Failed. 

7 

Sterilised 

7 

100% 

(b)  Meat  and  Foods 

There  are  no  slaughterhouses  in  the  district  licensed  by  the 
Council  nor  are  there  any  poultry  processing  premises  in  the  area. 


Numerous  visits  were  made  to  butchers'  shops,  food  shops  and 
other  food  preparing  premises  where  the  following  quantities  of 
foodstuffs  were  found  to  be  unsound  and  unfit  for  food,  and  were 
voluntarily  surrendered  by  the  owners  and  disposed  of  so  as  not 
to  be  used  for  human  consumption. 


Meat  from  Butchers'  Shops 

Beef  120  lb. 

Pork  86  lb. 

General 

Miscellaneous  tinned  and  packed  foods  1109  lb. 

Miscellaneous  tinned  meats  ..  ..  268  lb. 

Chickens  230  lb  . 

Miscellaneous  Fish  86  lb  . 


1899  lb 


cwts.  qrs.  lb. 
16  3 23 


( c ) Imported  Food  Regulations  1968 


Where  imported  food  is  unloaded  in  the  district  of  a port 
health  or  local  authority  and  it  is  considered  that  any 
examination  of  the  food  for  the  purposes  of  the  above  regulations 
should  be  deferred  until  the  food  reaches  a specified  place  of 
destination  in  England  or  Wales  the  authority  is  required  to 
notify  the  receiving  authority  that  the  food  has  not  been  examined 
under  the  regulations  at  the  port  of  entry.  The  receiving 
authority  then  becomes  responsible  for  the  enforcement  of  the 
regulations  in  relation  to  that  food. 

During  the  year  notifications  were  received  from  port  health 
authorities  that  179  containers  of  meat  (country  of  origin  Eire) 
were  to  be  delivered  to  Stuart  Meats  Ltd. , Hitchin.  The  contents 
of  these  containers  comprising  the  following  were  examined  in  ac- 
cordance with  the  regulations. 

18,271  pigs 

770  pork  pieces 
626  quarters  of  beef 

Nine  hundred  and  forty-nine  pounds  of  pork  were  surrendered 
as  unfit  for  human  consumption. 

(d)  Food  Complaints 


During  the  year  the  department  received  fourteen  complaints 
in  respect  of  various  foodstuffs.  Ten  investigations  were 
carried  out  to  determine  the  source  of  and  ascertain  the  reasons 
for  the  complaints  and  to  ensure  that  all  necessary  steps  were 
taken  by  the  firms  concerned  to  prevent  any  recurrence. 

The  following  table  gives  details  of  some  of  the  complaints. 
It  is  the  departmentment ' s policy  in  every  case  where  contraries 
are  found  in  food  etc.,  to  inform  the  complainant  of  the  action 
taken. 
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(d)  Food  Complaints  (cont'd.) 


No. 

Commodity 

Nature  of  the  complaint 

1. 

Beef  and  onion  potato  crisps. 

Mouldy . 

2. 

Wrapped  brown  loaf. 

Mouldy. 

3. 

Doughnut. 

Wasp  in  doughnut. 

4. 

Two  bottles  of  milk. 

Dirt  in  bottles. 

5. 

^■rd  pint  bottle  of  milk. 

Glass  in  bottle. 

6. 

Pork  pie. 

Mouldy. 

7. 

Pork  pie. 

Alleged  not  made  of  pork. 

8. 

Pork  sausages. 

Black  specks  in  sausages. 

9. 

Frozen  fish  steaklets. 

Mouldy. 

10. 

Dried  fish. 

Unsound. 

11. 

Tin  of  Spaghetti. 

Mouldy 

12. 

Tin  of  chopped  pork 

Black  specks  in  pork. 

Complaints  numbered  2,3,5  and  7 were  passed  to  the  Weights  and 
Measures  department  of  the  Herts  County  Council  (i.e.,  the  food  and  drugs 
authority)  for  them  to  consider  whether  legal  action  should  be  taken. 

No. 7 was  found  to  be  genuine.  Letters  of  caution  were  sent  in 
respect  of  Nos. 3 and  5»  In  the  case  of  No. 2 a firm  of  bakers  was 
prosecuted  and  fined  £20  and  ordered  to  pay  £8.50  costs. 


(e)  Ice-Cream 


Premises  are  registered  under  the  provisions  of  the  Food  and 
Drugs  Act,  1955 1 as  follows: - 

2 premises  - for  the  manufacture,  storage  and  sale  of 
ice-cream. 

77  premises  - for  storage  and  sale  of  ice-cream. 

Frequent  visits  were  made  to  the  foregoing  premises  to  enforce 
the  provisions  of  the  Ice-cream  (Heat  Treatment,  etc.)  Regulations, 
^959»  and  for  the  purpose  of  sampling.  Regarding  sampling  9 sam- 
ples of  ice-cream  and  7 of  "soft”  ice-cream  were  taken. 

Ice-Cream 

Grade  1 ..  . . . . 9 satisfactory. 

"Soft"  Ice-Cream 

Grade  1 ..  ..  ..  7 satisfactory. 

(f ) Food  Hygiene 

The  following  table  gives  details  of  food  premises  in  the 
area: - 


Types  of 

Premises 

No.  of 
Premises 

No.  of 
Premises 
fitted  to 
comply  with 
Reg.  16 

F.H.  Regs. 
I960 

No.  of 
Premises 
to  which 
Reg.  19 
applies 
F.H.  Regs. 
I960 

No.  of 
Premises 
fitted  to 
comply  with 

Reg.  19 

F.H.  Regs. 

I960 

Bakehouses 

6 

6 

6 

6 

Butchers 

19 

19 

19 

19 

Catering 

53 

53 

53 

53 

Confectioners 

10 

10 

10 

10 

Fishmongers  & Poulterers 

7 

7 

7 

7 

Fried  Fish 

8 

8 

8 

8 

Food  Factories 

3 

3 

3 

3 

Greengrocers 

14 

14 

14 

14 

Grocers 

41 

41 

41 

41 

Licensed  Premises 

45 

45 

45 

45 

Off  Licences 

7 

7 

7 

7 

Supermarkets 

7 

7 

7 

7 

Confectioners  (sweets) 

27 

27 

24 

24 

l 

24? 

247 

243 

243 

cont ’d. 
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(f)  Food  Hygiene  (cont'd.) 


The  following  premises  are  registered  under  Section  16  of 
the  Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1955* 


Premises 

No. 

Registered 

Butchers 

15 

for  the  preparation  or  manufacture  of 

Food  factories 

1 

sausages,  or  potted,  pickled  pressed 

Grocers 

2 

or  preserved  food. 

Butchers 

1 

for  the  pickling  of  meat. 

Supermarkets 

1 

for  the  pickling  of  meat. 

Fishmongers 

1 

for  the  preservation  of  fish. 

Grocers 

3 

for  the  cooking  of  ham. 

Supermarkets 

1 

for  the  cooking  of  ham. 

Grocers 

1 

for  the  roasting  of  chickens. 

Fishmonger 

1 

for  the  roasting  of  chickens. 

- General  Premises 

1 

for  the  manufacture,  storage  and 

Supermarkets 

i . ■ 1 ■ 

1 

sale  of  ice-cream. 

1 Grocers 

26 

storage  and  sale  of  ice-cream. 

j Greengrocers 

4 

storage  and  sale  of  ice-cream. 

j Confectioners  (sweets) 

15 

storage  and  sale  of  ice-cream. 

I General  premises 

28 

storage  and  sale  of  ice-cream. 

Supermarkets 

4 

storage  and  sale  of  ice-cream. 

The  following  improvements  were  carried  out  during  the  year  to  premises 
used  for  preparation,  sale,  etc.,  cf  food: 


Washing  facilities: 

Number  of  new  wash-hand  basins  provided  9 

defective  wash-hand  basins  renewed  7 

new  glazed  sinks  provided  14 

defective  sinks  renewed  4 

double  sink  units  provided  8 


fitments  provided  with  running  hot  and  cold  water  25 
trapped  waste  pipes  provided  1 


new  draining  boards  provided  5 

Structural  work 

Number  of  rooms  where  floor  repaired  or  renewed  46 

walls  decorated  55 

walls  repaired  or  improved  13 

ceilings  decorated  61 

ceilings  repaired  or  renewed  11 

woodwork  etc.  decorated  62 

lighting  improved  11 

ventilation  improved  5 

new  floor  covering  provided  3 

drain  inlets  removed  2 

intervening  ventilated  space  provided  2 

(cont'd. 


(f) 

Food  Hygiene  (cont'd.) 


Equipment 


new  equipment  provided 

23 

equipment  renovated 

1 

new  counter  tops  installed 
refrigerated  display  cabinets 

13 

provided 

21 

new  shop  fronts  provided 

8 

food  storage  improved 

29 

glass  screening  provided 
suitable  overalls  and  head 

10 

Food  Hygiene 


covering  provided 
suitable  cloakroom  facilities 

provided 

Suitable  sterilising  agents 

provided 

Soap  and  towels  provided 
First-aid  box  provided 

Number  of  rooms  where  walls  and  floors  etc.  cleansed 


17 

17 

3^ 


(g)  Kitchen  Utensils  - Bacteriological  Swabs 

During  1971  twenty-seven  visits  were  made  to  food  preparing 
premises  and  ninety  swabs  of  ki  1 -hen. utensil s were  taken  for 
bacteriological  examination. 

Each  swab  is  cultivated  fo  • two  different  times  and  tem- 
peratures, and  bacterial  counts  made.  No  official  standard 
is  laid  down  but  a utensil  is  regarded  as  satisfactory  if  the 
average  of  both  counts  is  not  ax.-a  than  100  organisms  per  utensil 
and  faecal  coliicrm  is  accent-,  Forty-six  samples  passed  the 
unofficial  standard  and  forty-four  failed. 


Utensil  cleaning  techniques  are  constantly  under  super- 
vision. 
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(h)  Food  and  Drugs  Sampling 


Mr.  E.A.  Nisbet,  Chief  Inspector,  Weights  and  Measures  Department, 
Herts  County  Council  has  kindly  provided  me  with  a list  of  samples 
taken  by  his  department  in  the  urban  district  during  1971* 


No.  of 
Samples 

Taken 

Sample 

Results 

4 

Pork  sausages. 

Genuine 

2 

Beef  sausages. 

M 

1 

Pork  sausages  with  preservative. 

ii 

1 

Pork  chipolatas. 

it 

1 

Beef  ohipolatas. 

it 

1 

Pork  and  beef  chipolatas. 

it 

1 

Pork  chipolatas  with  preservative. 

ft 

1 

Pork  sausage  meat. 

tt 

1 

Sausage  rolls. 

ti 

1 

Chopped  pork. 

tt 

1 

Chopped  pork  with  cereal. 

1? 

3 

Pork  pies. 

it 

2 

Steak  and  kidney  pies. 

ft 

1 

Beef  steak  pie  with  kidney. 

it 

1 

Beef  and  potato  pie. 

ff 

1. 

Beef  and  onion  pie. 

ti 

1 

Minced  beef  with  onion  gravy. 

tt 

1 

Savoury  minced  meat  with  onion  in  gravy. 

it 

1 

Chicken  and  ham  pie. 

ti 

1 

Real  turtle  soup. 

ii 

1 

Village  Irish  stew. 

it 

1 

Le-Ka-Ni -Malay  Curry  mix. 

ti 

1 

Baked  beans. 

ii 

1 

Diabetic  plain  chocolate. 

it 

1 

Marzipan. 

it 

1 

Milka  - Full  cream  milk  chocolate. 

tt 

1 

Bitter  sweet  chocolate. 

tt 

1 

Grapes 

ti 

1 

Hot  drink  mix. 

11 

1 

Apple  chutney. 

it 

1 

Sugar ee 

tt 

63 

Milk  samples. 
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FACTORIES  ACT,  I96I 


ANNUAL  REPORT 
OF  THE 

MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH 
IN  RESPECT  OF  THE  YEAR  1971 

Prescribed  particulars  on  the  administration  of  the  Factories  Act,  I96I 

0O0 

PART  I OF  THE  ACT 

1.  Inspection  for  purposes  of  provisions  as  to 
health  (including  inspections  made  by  Public 
Health  Inspectors). 


Premises 

Number 

on 

Number  of 

Register 

Inspec- 

tions 

Written 

Notices 

Occupiers 

Prosecuted 

(i) 

Factories  in  which 
Sections  1,2,3,^+  and 

6 are  to  be  enforced 
by  Local  Authorities. 

7 

2 

(ii) 

Factories  not 
included  in  (l)  in 
which  Section  7 is 
enforced  by  the 

Local  Authority. 

207 

52 

- 

- 

(iii) 

Other  premises  in 
which  Section  7 is 
enforced  by  the 

Local  Authority 
(excluding  outworkers' 
premises) . 

7 

7 

- 

- 

TOTAL 

221 

61 

- 

- 

31 


2.  Cases  in  which  defects  were  found. 


Number  of  cases  in  which 
were  found. 

defects 

-i 

Number  of  cases 

Particulars 

Found 

Remedied 

Ref  e 

to  H.M. 
Inspector. 

rred 
by  H.M. 
Inspector 

in  which  prosecu- 
tions were 
instituted. 

Want  of  cleanliness  (S.l) 

7 

7 

- 

— 

- 

Overcrowding  (S.2) 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Unreasonable  temperature 

(S.3) 

— 

““ 

"" 

Inadequate  ventilation 
(S.4) 

* 

“ 

Ineffective  drainage  of 
floors  (S.6) 

Sanitary  conveniences 

(S.7) 

(a)  Insufficient 

(b)  Unsuitable  or 

2 

2 

defective. 

(c)  Not  separate  for 

9 

9 

sexes. 

Other  offences  against 
the  Act  (not  including 
offences  relating  to 

4 

outwork) . 

— 

— 

f 

TOTAL 

18 

18 

- 

- 

- 

PART  VIII  OF  THE-  ACT 
OUTWORK  (SECTIONS  133  and  134) 


i Sectioi  133 


Section  134 


Nature  of  Work 

Number  of 
outworkers 
in  August 
list  re- 
quired by 
Section 

133  (D(c) 

Number  of 
cases  of 
default  in 
sending 
lists  to 
the  Council 

Number  of 
prosecu- 
tions for 
failure 
to  supply 
lists 

Number  of 
instances 
of  work 
in  un- 
wholesome 
premises 

Notices 

served. 

Prosecu- 

tions. 

Clothing  manufacture 

17 

- 

- 

- 

- 
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HITCHIN  UeD.Co  - TUBERCULOSISc 


No.  on  Register  at  31st  December,  1971 » 


Males  Females  Total 

■■■-  — ■ - — - ■ — » ■ 1 ■ ■ ■ — 


79 

5k 

u? 

Nen^Fulm$na#y 

n 

n 

20 

Totals 

66 

161 

No.  Removed  from  Register  during  1971  <> 

Pulmonary 

N on-Pu lmonary 

Total 

M 

F 

M 

F 

Deaths 

2 

- 

- 

- 

2 

Other  (cured,  re-diagnosed, 

1 * 

transfers  of  area,  etc.) 

- 

- 

1 

- 

1 

2 

- 

, 1 

- 

-3— 

Additions  to  Register  during  1971 

• 

Pulmonary 

N on-Pu lmonary 

Total 

M - 

F 

M 

F 

New  notifications 

7 

6 

3 

16 

Other  (cases  restored  to 

Register,  transfers,  etc.) 

- 

1 

- 

- 

1 
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■ ■JL- 

L. 

- 
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